
We are pleased to invite you and your child to participate in The Learning Program™ 2018-2019. The USOD 
Learning Program is an educational program committed to helping students with Down syndrome succeed. A 
partner of the Learning Program™, a nationally-recognized model for parent-focused intervention developed by 
the Down Syndrome Foundation (Orange County, CA) this program is grounded on evidence-based approaches to 
teaching students with Down syndrome established by world-recognized leaders in cognitive research. 

Overview of the Learning Program 

• We offer Learning Program classes for students and instructional workshops for parents and caregivers.

• The Learning Program is a parent/child focused program that empowers parents to teach their children
literacy, math and other skills using evidence-based materials and methods.

• The program supplements formal literacy and math education through direct instruction to children with
customized materials and support.

• Students attend a high-energy, developmentally-appropriate class led by licensed educators.

• Parents and caregivers attend workshops featuring different topics that focus on literacy, math, social
skills, behavior, and more.

• Provides parents with the tools to serve as capable advocates for their children in the educational process.

• Families are provided the information, tools and materials to work with their student more effectively at
home. In addition, families are encouraged to share this information with their child’s educational team.

• We offer a community of support: a regular avenue to discuss Down syndrome educational issues.

Empowering Parents & Improving Educational Outcomes 

"I have learned more about teaching techniques and my child's academic strengths and educational challenges 
from the Learning Program than any other resource out there."   Parent, USOD Learning Program 

“The program has taught me how children with Down syndrome learn, and an invaluable wealth of 
resources/information for helping to teach my child in a variety of areas!”  Parent, USOD Learning Program 

“The parent sessions have been invaluable as they’ve provided opportunities to network with other parents of 
children with Down syndrome (Ds) and have offered information on proven education strategies for learners with 
Ds and we’ve gone home from each session with flash cards, handouts and other materials to help Luke build 
confidence through vocabulary acquisition.”  Parent, USOD Learning Program 

http://dsfoc.org/learning-program
http://dsfoc.org/


Learning Program Classes Beginning September 2018 

* Note:  Age ranges for all levels are suggestions only; we accommodate at every level to fit
your child’s specific needs. 

Class Description 

LP Pre-K (Ages 3 to 5 years or 
Preschool)*  
** Please note your child must be 3 by   
September 1, 2018 

 $30 monthly tuition
 Materials included

LP Pre-K is for anyone with a child between 3 and 5 years old or 
in preschool.  This class will focus on development of pre-literacy, 
language, numeracy and social skills, with the goal of promoting 
kindergarten readiness.  Parents and children learn simultaneously 
in separate classrooms. Students are able to repeat this level if 
they do not meet the age requirements for Level 1.

Class Description 

LP Level 1 
(Ages 5 to 7 years or Kindergarten to 1st 
Grade)* 

 $30 monthly tuition
 Materials included;(1A/1B for

returning families)

LP Level 1 is for returning LP students or anyone new to the 
program with a child between 5 and 7 years or in Kindergarten to 
1st grade.  This class will focus on building literacy, math, fine 
motor, language and social skills to enhance learning at school and 
home.  Parents and children learn simultaneously in separate 
classrooms. 

Class Description 

LP Level 2 
(Ages 7 to 10 years or 1st to 3rd Grade)* 

 $30 monthly tuition
 Materials included; (2A/2B for

returning families)

LP Level 2 is for returning LP students or anyone new to the 
program with a child between 7 and 10 years or in 1st to 3rd 
grade.  The activities in Level 2 build upon skills developed in Level 
1. This class will focus on higher-level literacy (phonics, spelling
and beginning comprehension) and math (number concepts, 
operations and time) skills, while supporting language, fine motor 
and social skill development.  Parents and children learn 
simultaneously in separate classrooms. *Learners in Level 2 should 
have a solid foundation of Level 1 skills 

Class Description 

LP Level 3 
(Ages 9 - 12 years or 3rd to 5th Grade)* 

 $30 monthly tuition
 Materials included; (3A/3B for

returning families)

LP Level 3 is for parents of returning LP students or  anyone 
new to the program with a child between 9 and  
12 years old or in 3rd to 5th grade. This class will focus on  
higher level literacy (phonics, comprehension and writing)  
and math (number concepts, operations and time) skills, as  
well as social skills.  Parents and children learn simultaneously in 
separate classrooms. 



Registration must be received by September 1st, 2018 for a guaranteed spot. 
Dates are set in advance, but may change due to unforeseen circumstances. 

Learning Program PreK Class Learning Program Level 1

Program Dates:  Class will be on the following 
Saturdays: 

2018: September 22, October 13, November 10 
2019: January 12, February 9, March 9, April 13, 
May 4, June 1 

Time: 9:30–11:00am (times may move slightly 
depending on registration numbers) 

Location: The Up Side of Downs, 6533-B Brecksville 
Rd., Independence, OH  44131 

Participants: Parent and child: Your child must be 
able to separate from you for the entire class time. 
Parents receive a presentation while children are 
with a licensed teacher in a classroom. 

Program Dates:  Class will be on the following 
Saturdays: 

2018: September 22, October 13, November 10 
2019: January 12, February 9, March 9, April 13, 
May 4, June 1 

Time: 12:00–1:30pm (times may move slightly 
depending on registration numbers) 

Location: The Up Side of Downs, 6533-B Brecksville 
Rd., Independence, OH  44131 

Participants: Parent and child: Your child must be 
able to separate from you for the entire class time. 
Parents receive a presentation while children are 
with a licensed teacher in a classroom. 

Learning Program Level 2 Learning Program Level 3

Program Dates:   Class will be on the following 
Saturdays: 

2018: September 29, October 27, December 1 
2019: January 26, February 23, March 23, April 27, 
May 18, June 8 

Time: 9:30-11:00am (times may move slightly 
depending on registration numbers) 

Location: The Up Side of Downs, 6533-B Brecksville 
Rd., Independence, OH  44131 

Participants: Parent and child: Your child must be 
able to separate from you for the entire class time. 
Parents receive a presentation while children are 
with a licensed teacher in a classroom. 

Program Dates:   Class will be on the following 
Saturdays: 

2018: September 29, October 27, December 1 
2019: January 26, February 23, March 23, April 27, 
May 18, June 8 

Time: 12:00–1:30pm (times may move slightly 
depending on registration numbers) 

Location: The Up Side of Downs, 6533-B Brecksville 
Rd., Independence, OH  44131 

Participants: Parent and child: Your child must be 
able to separate from you for the entire class time. 
Parents receive a presentation while children are 
with a licensed teacher in a classroom. 



Additional information for your consideration: 

• Enrollment in the program is limited to 6 students for the PreK Level and 8 students for all other

levels. Spaces will be filled on a first-come, first-serve basis.

• Registration must be received by September 1st, 2018 for a guaranteed spot.

• Dates are set in advance, but may change due to unforeseen circumstances.

• Families are welcome to repeat levels.  Each level has literacy materials, so if you repeat a level,

you will still have access to new materials.

• If a parent is not available to attend on a regular basis, another family member can attend

in their place. We encourage participation in all sessions for the year.

• Our philosophy is that finances should not be a barrier for attending; therefore financial

assistance is available on an as needed basis.

We hope you will be able to join us for the 2018-2019 Learning Program year! 

To enroll in The Learning Program™ and secure your spot, please register by completing the 

accompanying registration form and emailing or mailing it to us with your tuition payment option by 

September 1, 2018. 



Registration for 2018/19 Learning Program Classes 

       Due September 1, 2018 

      Spots are limited, so register today! 

Child’s Name _ Date of Birth 

Address/City/State/Zip 

Parent’s Name 

E-mail Address 

Home Phone  _________________________________Cell Phone 

School District _________________________________________________________

Grade (as of Sept 2018)    Age (as of Sept 2018)   

I would like to register for: 

PreK (3-5 yrs. old or Preschool) 

Level 1 (5–7 yrs. old or Kindergarten to 1st Grade) 

Level 2 (7-10 yrs. old or 1st to 3rd Grade)  

Level 3 (9-12 yrs. old or 3rd to 5th Grade)  

Cost: $270/$30.00 a month 

Cost: $270/$30.00 a month 

Cost: $270/$30.00 a month 

Cost: $270/$30.00 a month 

* Age ranges for all levels are suggestions only

We are happy to talk to you about what class fits your child’s needs. 

Our philosophy is that finances should not be a barrier for attending; therefore financial assistance 

is available as needed.  Do you need financial assistance? _________________________________ 

(if yes, a separate form will be sent to you to fill out) 

PAYMENT:   Please make checks payable to The Up Side of Downs and send with registration to: 

The Up Side of Downs/LP 
P.O. Box 31720 

Independence, OH 44131 



Registration for 2018/19 Learning Program Classes 

       Due September 1, 2018 

How do I register?  It’s as easy as 1, 2, 3! 

1. Complete the registration form included in this packet.

2. Email completed form to gina@usod.org or mail to:

    The Up Side of Downs/LP 
 P.O. Box 31720 
 Independence, OH 44131 

3. Mail check, made payable to The Up Side of Downs, to the address listed in step #2.

*If payment needs to be made by credit card USOD is able to process that at our office. Please
note that on your registration form. 

Please complete the following section to provide us with information about your child.  If you 
wish to discuss anything over the phone, let us know and we will give you a call prior to the 
beginning of class. 

My child’s educational setting in September 2018 will be (please check all that apply): 

 Early Intervention Services General Education Class Blended Program 
 Resource Room (full-time) Other, please describe   

Does your child have any food allergies? (Y/N) If yes, please identify 

Please read and initial next to each statement: 

I understand tuition is $270.00 and is nonrefundable. 

I understand that half the tuition is due by October 30, 2018 and the balance is due by 
January 30, 2019. 

All session times and dates are subject to change due to inclement weather or other 
unpredictable circumstances. 

If I miss 3 monthly meetings, I may be withdrawn from the program. 



Registration for 2018/19 Learning Program Classes 

       Due September 1, 2018 

Is your child verbal? (Y/N)  If no, what form of communication is used (sign, pictures, augmentative 
assist devices)? 
_________________________________________________________________________________________ 

Does your child have any medical equipment supports? (Y/N) If yes, what? 

Are there any behavior or safety issues we need to be aware of? (Y/N) If yes, please describe. 

Is there anything else that we need to be aware of? (Y/N) If yes, please describe 

Space is limited so secure your spot by sending in your registration TODAY! 

     Registration is due September 1, 2018. 

 The Up Side of Downs/LP 
     P.O. Box 31720 

  Independence, OH 44131 

  For questions email Gina Mitchner at gina@usod.org or call 216.447.8763. 
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